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Lord of the Flies Activities During Reading
1. Write chapter summaries of only one (complex) sentence each, which include the essential plot information.
2. Keep personal log to describe experience of reading the novel: what you felt about events and characters.
3. Write diary entry for Samneric (the twins) at a key point in the novel. e.g. after a death or their defection.
4. Write a letter from Piggy to his aunt, describing where he is, what happened to the plane, his relationships with other boys, how he feels about the island, and his 'ass-mar'.
5. Look at a descriptive passage about the island. Underline personifications and images; explain what effects they evoke.
6. Fill the gaps in a descriptive passage about the sea, using suitable and powerful language.   
7. Create a symbolism grid and add explanations of what each of the following represent:island; pigs; choir; plane crash; the beast; Simon; light; jungle; conch; Piggy's glasses; the twins; dead pilot.
8. Compare and contrast language and style of a passage from the novel with a parallel passage from Coral Island.

Lord of the Flies Class Activities After Reading
1. Label a map of the island with geographical features and events which take place there.
2. Design a character 'family tree' which shows the relationships of the boys.
3. Put a jumbled list of chapter titles in the right order. What does the progression show?
4. Write letter to William Golding asking him questions about the novel which you would like answered.
5. Write Ralph's memoir as an adult of the time spent on the island.
6. Write a playscript for the dialogue between Ralph and Jack on the naval ship on way home.
7. Re-read the relevant part of the final chapter. Write a descriptive piece about a fire sweeping across a landscape.
8. The original reader for the publisher Faber rejected the novel because it was 'an absurd and uninteresting fantasy ... rubbish and dull. Pointless'. Write your own review of the novel explaining why you recommend it for publication
9. List the novel's themes; use these as sub-headings for the recurring imagery and references in the novel, e.g. under Savagery put 'sharpened stick'; Jack's knife; painted faces; ululation, etc.
10. Write a short story called 'The Beast' using some ideas from the novel. (Notice how something unknown and indescribable is more horrific for the reader and narrator than a gory monster).
11. Write a poem called 'The Island', inspired by the novel.
12.  Give the island a name and write a guidebook entry for it in an appropriate style.
13. Write character sketches for Ralph, Jack, Piggy, Simon, and Roger, giving details and quotations to support your descriptions.
14. Write the report made by the naval officer to his superiors after the rescue. Use an appropriate voice and viewpoint.
15. Watch the original b&w film (1963 by Peter Brook) and then American colour version (1990). Keep active viewing notes as you watch; compare and evaluate the films. Consider how the four changes to the novel made by the later film affect understanding of it.
16. What is Golding saying in the novel about human nature and society? Use references to support your answer. Do you agree with his view of 'the darkness of men's hearts'?
17. Devise a quiz of 10 questions, using Who said? and Who did? and quotations with a missing word. Swap and do each other's quizzes.
18. Write an enquiry into the deaths on the island. 
19. List characters, events and features in boxes under the headings Earth, Air, Fire and Water. Summarise the significance of the four elements in the novel.
20. Look at the series of front covers the novel has had. Design a cover; write a blurb and puffs for the back.
21. Watch the YouTube video of Hiroshima based on John Hersey's book (prepare for a strong emotional reaction.) 
22. Read and discuss Golding's comments on Lord of the Flies in his essay Fable in his collection of essays Hot Gates. Discuss the ways in which the novel is a fable, and what its moral is.
23. Watch the 50-minute documentary called Time Flies (1996). Discuss the effect that taking part in the 1963 film had on the boy actors involved. Guess in advance, with reasons, which boy refused to take part in the reunion, and which boy seemed to have been most disturbed by being in the film.

